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The Footprints of a Danish Agricultural Engineer Emil Fenger at the
Denmark Farm in Shizuoka
- From an Interview of Rev. AOTO Yoshio -

SAHO Yoshikazu

Abstract

A Danish agricultural engineer Emil Fenger contributed greatly to the
Japanese dairy farming. During his nearly 90 years of life time, he lived and
worked three times, altogether for 10 years in Japan. The first time in Hokkaido
(1923-28), the second time in Yamagata (1951-54), and the third time in Shizuoka
(1963-64). At my previous study, I mentioned that Fenger’s third stay in Shizuoka
was not satisfactory one, because of the bad relationship between Fenger and
missioner Rev. Harry Thomsen. But Fenger formed an infrastructure for the
Farming Center (today’s “Denmark Farm”). And this time I happily encountered
Rev. Yoshio Aoto (Kushiro Church) who used to work with Emil Fenger at
Shizuoka.

In this article I have tried to explore the hitherto unknown information on the
Denmark Farm using the interview materials and pictures owned by Rev. Aoto.
According to him, although Fenger was 70 years old, he was still a real farmer,
could use the big Danish scythe alone, and could control the cows. And it was
reconfirmed that there was a negative relationship between Emil Fenger and Rev.
Thomsen. Fenger being concentrated on dairy farming and while Thomsen was in
charge of the management of the whole project over the Farm, it was obvious that
the core value of the two was incompatible and they couldn’t get along well with
each other. And the pictures show the development of the Denmark Farm,

especially in the very beginning phase and have proved that Mr. & Mrs. Fenger
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were truly staying there.

Overall Rev. Aoto was very impressed with Fenger’s sincere attitude toward
dairy farming, that formed the backbone of the reconstruction of Denmark, after
the war of 1864. But the time of construction of the Denmark Farm was
progressive era around Tokyo Olympic time in Japan, not too many paid attention
to the dairy farming and the vision or the project of the Denmark Farm by Rewv.

Thomsen hardly got anywhere.
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