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The Sociological Foundation and the Historicism of SHINMEI Masamichi’s
Argument for Democracy

IIJIMA Yusuke

Abstract

SHINMEI Masamichi(1898-1984), who has been known for constructing
synthetic sociology(sogd shakaigaku) in the history of Japanese sociology, claimed
in Introduction to Democracy(1946)(demokurasi gairon) that post-war Japanese
society should be rebuilt on the basis of the mass democracy(taisyuteki
demokurasi). As pointed out, there are two unsolved problems in this argument
for democracy; Why does it not estimate Taisho democracy? Why does it suggest
that Fascism and Nazism are included in the category of democracy? This paper
solves these problems by clarifying the sociological foundation and the historicism

of this argument and, in addition, sheds light on its structure.
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