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-Focused on Frederik IV’s Social Policies (Former Part)-
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the absolute policies of the Danish King
Fredrik IV (king: 1699-1730).

The hereditary monarchy was established in Denmark in October in 1660 and
surprising enough, a few months later the absolute monarchy was peacefully
introduced in January 1661, by the King Frederik III (king:1648-1670). And ever
since the new government has endeavored to establish this new form of the
government, “Enevalden”, absolute monarchy. A series of the measures were taken
to strengthen the system; Royal Law (1665), new nobility system (1671), Danish
Law (1683), land registration and new taxation system (1688) etc. The Danish
absolute monarchy was consolidated basically during the era of the Christian V.

And his son, Frederik IV was an irresponsible (philandering) and serious man
at the same time. He committed bigamy twice. But as a head of a state he had a
strong sense of being an absolute king and he worked hard till late at night. As soon
as he ascended the throne, he tried to remove influence of the former ministers and
establish his own decision making absolute monarchy.

After the short war with Sweden in 1700, Denmark experienced the peaceful
time until 1709, (when the King decided to enter war with Sweden). King Frederik
IV implemented policies of rather essential kind. He issued the decree on the
establishment of peasant militia (Landmilitsen) in 1701. And in 1702 he freed the
peasantry on the eastern islands of Denmark from serfdom (Vornedskab). These
two policies had affected the peasantry, which constitute the majority of the society

at that time. The new Poor Law was introduced in 1708 and this was aimed to
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establish the solid society under the absolute monarchy.

In this paper, policies between 1699 and 1709 were examined and from the
policies, we can notice the strong will of the King Frederik IV, who was to lead his
own style of the absolute monarchy, called king-centered “personal absolute

monarchy”.
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