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Abstract

With the development of industrial estates in the region, urbanization has been
accelerating in the Jakarta metropolitan area. Although the industrial estates in
Karawang, West Java, Indonesia, are built on the acceptance of foreign companies,
their urbanization is led by local capital. The huge shopping malls and real estate
that have emerged in these regions have the staffs or workers of the estates’
factories as customers. This study pays particular attention to the development of
commercial areas. A survey of roadside shops, stores and restaurants along two
streets in Karawang is conducted to clarify the urbanizations in this area. These
two roadside businesses are located below the shopping mall in the hierarchy of
commercial facilities. Among the two streets considered in this study, one is the
back street along the old village at the lower level, and the other is the main street
at the middle level of the hierarchy. It was found that many merchants come from
the outside even in the back street. Further, many of the merchants coming in the
back street target migrant workers who work in industrial estates and live in local
communities. The survey results reveal spontaneous commercial developments in
the region and the associated diversification of local communities. I would like to

draw it as a vibrant and fluid process of the stratification of commerce.
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