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Political Education and Media Framing for Newly Eligible Voters

! An Experimental Survey on Nuclear Power

OGAWA Tsuneo

Abstract

In fiscal year 2022, guidelines for high school education will be revised to include a new civics
subject called “Citizenship”. In this subject, students will participate in hands-on activities (e.g.,
debates and mock elections) that help them develop qualities related to sovereignty. Accordingly, this
study conducted a nationwide survey on nuclear power, which was distributed to 252 newly eligible
voters aged 18 or 19 years. We analyzed the factors that motivated those who received information on
nuclear power to deliberate on related topics during the debating and voting process. The analysis
considered the relationship between the information-processing ability of information receivers (self-
efficacy) and the texts and other materials distributed by information providers (information frame).
The results verified our hypothesis that only those with high self-efficacy and some prior knowledge on
the topic of debate would be motivated to deliberate on the topic when they received information that
included impacts predicted to affect their livelihood rather than those predicted to affect the wider

social sphere.
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