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Korea’s Response to the Russo-Japanese Agreement (1896)

LEE Suji

Abstract
This study examined how the Russian-led Korea responded after learning that
Russia and Japan had signed a secret agreement on Korean issue. Korea, which
used to use “Chinese cards” until the Sino-Japanese War, wanted to protect its
independence and safety by using “Russian cards” when relations with China
ended due to the Sino-Japanese War. However, the signing of a secret agreement
between Russia and Japan has raised doubts and uneasiness about the “Russian
card”. Russia has made excuses that the secret agreement is for Korea's
independence, but Korea seeks other new powers’ help to maintain its
independence. By reaching out to these various powers, Korea tried to diversify

diplomatic “card.”
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