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The Acceptance of Han Culture during the Tang—Wu Zhou Period
in the Yunnan Region:
An Analysis of ‘Stele of the Governor of Dongzhou in the Great Zhou Dynasty’
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Abstract

This article analyzes and explores the usage of a Chinese classic of the inscriptions
found on the stele called ‘Stele of the Governor of Dongzhou in the Great Zhou Dynasty’
K JE #3750 i) 52 22 #4), built on February 3, 698 AD, in present-day Annan City, Yunnan
Province, China. Thus, the article further considers the acceptance of Han culture in the
Yunnan region from the first half of the Tang period to the Wu Zhou period. The
inscription quotes several traditional texts, including those of Confucianism, Daoism,
Chinese history, and literature. It has been noted that while it does not contain quotations
from the Buddhist scriptures, nevertheless there are two statues of Buddha carved at the
head of the inscription. Thus, it can be conjectured that the intellectuals of Yunnan had
already accepted Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism by that time. The inscription was
not written by Yunnan intellectuals, but it is important to note that it was made in Annan,
Yunnan, by the family of Wang Ren Qiu F{7:kK, who claimed that their ancestors came
from Taiyuan, Shanxi Prefecture, and settled in the Yunnan region. The inscriptions’
importance can also been seen in how Chinese literature at the end of the 7th century
elucidates expressions of the authority of the indigenous clans. The Meng clan established
the Nan Zhao kingdom (554 [E) in the mid-8th century in Yunnan Province and created a
unique kingship tale based on reverence for the figure of Avalokite§vara. However, their
religious world view was probably structured largely by the Chinese literature of
Yunnanese intellectuals. Thus, this article is also important in contributing to our
understanding of the influence of Chinese culture on the Nan Zhao kingdom and its

successor, the Da Li kingdom K¥E[E, which came to power in the 10th century.
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