DOI 10.18995/24344710.7.29

o (EHEM

b

IF[\LA\” k %Il AN \\\F-I;AEE':
2019 4 Dxfugiim BRI E ) 248 L LT

Hef
2‘17
‘Nn

ZNVIRESS

The Feeling of Kuuki and the Issue Deliberation

An Experimental Survey on Export Control Measures for Korea in 2019

OGAWA Tsuneo

Abstract

In his 1977 book The Study of Air, Shichihei Yamamoto considers the uniquely Japanese
concept of the feeling of kuuki, literally “the feeling of the air,” which refers to the powerful
pressure to conform that operates among members of a group. Focusing on the
extraordinary influence that “unspoken consensus” exerts when important decisions are
made in Japanese society, he points out the difficulty of the free speech and changing
people’s views once an issue has been enveloped in kuuki. The present study draws on
Yamamoto’s concept of kuuki to assess levels of motivation among people sensitive to anti-
Korean views to learn about related issues and considers the strength of these “mental
chains” that are unique to Japanese culture. In this survey, the pros and cons of the
Japanese side were extracted from contemporary newspaper articles, and two groups were
created. One group read only about the cons of the Japanese side, whereas the other group
read about both the pros and the cons. Our survey results indicate that for people holding
majority views as well as those holding minority views in both groups, those who were
sensitive to anti-Korean views were more highly motivated to learn about related issues
before and after reading the extracted materials. In addition, even among those sensitive to
anti-Korean views who held majority views, the proportion who changed their opinion after
reading material that presented both sides of the issue were statistically significant.
However, when those sensitive to anti-Korean views but nevertheless maintained minority
views made comments to influence those who had not yet made up their mind, we may

assume that kuuki exerted a strong restraining influence.
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