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Examining Japanese Jewelry Industry of the Late Meiji and Taisho
Period from the Policy of the Higher Technological School of Tokyo and
Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce.

NAKASHIMA Tomoko

Abstract

During the late Meiji and Taisho period, Japanese jewelry industry advanced in
its scale and quality. Behind the scene of this development, there existed a
contribution of Department of Industrial Design at the Higher Technological School
of Tokyo, and Imperial Commercial Museum of Ministry of Agriculture and
Commerce. Faculty of Department of Industrial Design introduced Western
Industrial Design theory in Japan. They also formed Dai-Nihon Design Association
and actively published design study books. Many students got jobs as designer at
jewelry makers and helped to create sophisticated Western influenced jewelry.
Furthermore, Imperial Commercial Museum of Ministry of Agriculture and
Commerce gathered information about overseas market and trend, as well as metal
processing technology. These activities connected organically and created the

foundation for Japanese jewelry industry to prosper during this period.
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