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Creativity and Possibilities for Reuse of Closed Public School Buildings
With Special Reference to the Former Primary School, Otaki Gakusha, at Sado Island,

Niigata Prefecture

SUGIMOTO Kiyoshi

Abstract
Since the late 1990s, the declining birthrate and population in Japan, has caused
the closure of many elementary, junior high and high schools not only in rural
areas but also in urban areas. With this trend, some movements have called for the
reuse of closed public school buildings, some of which have been revitalized as
centers for people from various backgrounds to gather and learn something new.
This paper attempts to clarify some changes in Japanese society by tracing the
reuse of closed schools between 2009 and 2022, with refence to the case of Sado

Island, Niigata Prefecture.
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