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Benjamin L. Whorf and "Interdisciplinarity"

~On the Question of Language Contours~.
MIZUSHIMA Hisamitsu

Abstract

This paper liberates Benjamin Lee Whorf's thought, which has been discussed as "linguistic
relativism", from the framework of the genealogy of linguistics linked to Edward Sapir and George
Lakoff, dispels the unjustified evaluation that it is merely "a hypothesis of the past already rejected,"
and reexamines its originality and modernity.

As an amateur researcher, Whorf's free sensibility was to redefine "language" as a mediator between
science and metaphysics, and to draw a map of thought that questioned the relationship of the subject
to the world and the universe. Unfortunately, he died too young to give form to this vision. However,
his interdisciplinary ideas not only encouraged a departure from Western-centeredness, but also
suggested the possibility of a "semantics" beyond "language" for those who suffer from communication
barriers due to disabilities, different cultures, and disparities. It has the potential to expand into a

theory that contributes to the construction of an "ethic of care" for a new era.
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