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The Role of a Cinema in a Local Community
A Field Research of Film Showings in Ishinomaki, Miyagi

ISHIGAKI Takashi

Abstract

This paper looks at film showings (activities of showing movies) in Tohoku after the 2011 earthquake
and tsunami and examines the role of film showings in a local community. This paper presents the
research on film showings in Ishinomaki city, Miyagi prefecture. Based on a case study, this paper
examines the role of film showings for development and revitalization of local communities. The role of
film showings is to provide the enjoyment and pleasure of seeing movies and to create time and place
for communication. It is the place where people get together and talk together before and after seeing
a movie. Film showings in Ishinomaki have been creating local networks and engaging in community

development.
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