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The Oriental legation most recently established in Washington is that representative

of the Kingdom of Great Chosun, a Korean envoy having been first regularly accredited
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to the United States about five years ago. Although the Koreans are the newest
arrivals, in spite of their extreme conservatism they have seemingly been the readiest
to assimilate our ideas of civilization. When the Korean minister and his suite, garbed
in their native dress, first made their appearance in the streets of Washington, they
were objects of the most unbounded curiosity. Even in a city where Oriental costuming

was no unusual thing, these bland-faced little men, who are distinctly Mongolian, but

of a type hitherto unknown, attracted universal interest. They wore fluttering silken

garments of delicate hues-pale blues, apple greens, pinks, purples, and yellows—in the
most startling combinations, while on their heads were perched their indescribable
horse-hair hats, demurely tied under their olive chins with narrow black ribbons.
Within a very short time after their arrival, however, a most surprising change came
over them; and now the members of the Korean legation are so thoroughly
Americanized that it is difficult to distinguish them by a merely casual glance.
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During the administration of President Arthur, the United States concluded treaties
with this exclusive people. Commercial intercourse was established, and soon
thereafter a Corean or two appeared on the streets of our national capital, attracting

notice by their fly screen hats and quaint padded garments. When the Coreans came,

the Chinese and Japanese lost much of their novelty to the sightseers in Washington.

Men and women, ordinarily well behaved, craned their necks and tiptoed at public

receptions in order to catch a glimpse of the newcomers in the diplomatic corps; and

the grave Coreans excited as much wonder and amusement as the bushy headed Zulus
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in a circus parade.
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New Corea began with the treaty of 1882, when the doors of the Hermit Kingdom were
opened, slowly and cautiously, to the new world. Six years later the first Corean
Legation came to Washington. It saw to throw off the grasp of her powerful neighbor,
China, that Corea sought the friendship of the United States. Early in January 1888,
the Minister, Pak Chung Yang, accompanied by a retinue of secretaries and attaches,

presented his credentials to the President. Their dress, neither Chinese nor Japanese,

and, above all, their curious hats, made them conspicuous figures everywhere. Their

gentleness and simplicity and the fact that their Government had turned to this
country for support in asserting independence of China, won the good will of official
circles. (FHE)
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Koreans, but these gentlemen occupied the same box with their wives, indicating the
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The social customs of the two nations are so different that while the Korean ladies
showed animation of a very guarded kind, occasionally, however, laughing heartily at
the jokes and tricks of the performers, the face of the Chinese ladies never changed
from the beginning to the end. Although they were all enjoying a great social event in
their lives, there was no interchange of smiles or visits from the boxes, and when the
performance was over, all entered their carriages and were driven off without a word
having passed between the ladies.
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