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Constraint and Control

The domain of "mind" and the generation of "meaning"

MIZUSHIMA Hisamitsu

Abstract

This paper is an attempt to give due historical evaluation to the work of Mark Johnson,
who, together with George Lakoff, pioneered the field of "cognitive linguistics," especially
his submission of the concept of "image schema”.

Johnson has been treated as a mere follower of Lakoff, but this is a mistake. The method
of finding the edge of prelinguistic meaning generation in the "image schema" proposed by
Johnson not only offers a new paradigm for transcending the mind-body dualism held by
Western philosophy until then had lost its way out of. It was a different approach to the
question of "what is the mind?" which suddenly became a thematic issue at the end of the
20th century with the development of computer science and brain science, from those of
John Searle, Paul Churchland, and Daniel Dennett.

In its originality, this paper sees in it the possibility of a new philosophy to break through
the deadlock of scientism challenged by the evolution of Al technology and the post-
coronavirus period. Taking as its cue the composition of "mind" and "body" that Johnson
inherited from Hilary Putnam, and adding the hypotheses of Wataru Hiromatsu and Andy
Clark as auxiliary lines, this paper presents a new foundation for the humanities that

questions what "meaning" is.
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