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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the social policies of the Danish King
Christian VI (king: 1730-1746) by using laws issued during his reign.

The absolute monarchy was officially, documentarily and peacefully introduced
into Denmark in January 1661, by the King Frederik III (king:1648-1670). Since
then a series of measures were taken to secure this new system and the Danish
absolute monarchy was consolidated basically during the reign of Christian V (king:
1670-1699). And his grandson, Christian VI was a very different from his father
Frederik IV. Christian VI was small of statue, physically unattractive and spoke in
an unusually high tone voice. He had poor health and suffered various illness, but
regarded as intelligent. He was deeply influenced by pietism and urged the social
reform in the field of school education and agriculture. The court itself became
rather somber place during his reign and public entertainment was limited.
Christian also supported economic development and during his reign the first

Asiatic Company (1732) and Kurant Bank (1736) appeared.

Major social policies he realized between 1730 and 1746 were as follows;

1) influenced by the Pietism, issued a decree that regulated mandatory
church attendance on Sundays and Holidays (1735). And compulsory
confirmation was introduced in 1736.

2) tried to establish the common school system: In 1739 the king mandated
compulsory education, free for the children of the poor, but popular

resistance doomed this reform the year after.
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3) measures against agricultural crisis, introduced “adscription to the soil

(stavnsband)” in 1733, combining with the militia system

Although the King Christian VI was the first Danish king for two centuries not
to wage the war. But simply he lacked self-confidence and relied heavily on his
advisors. Therefor his absolute monarchy was influenced by his advisors and high-
ranked officials, who also shared warm understanding towards pietism. So in
reality during the reign of Christian VI, the talented bureaucrats led the country’s

policy. And this is the beginning stage of “bureaucratic absolute monarchy”.
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B HURLR R S BRHBE T TIERICKE V) saa stor  (Fredericia, op. cit.,s.59) | & SN DH721F CTiE
MIZAHTHD, LovL, 17314, 17324 &5 REMUEERIDY 1730 FRICBEIE SNIBTRRBZHE LT
2 FEMIC, /MEHIFEPEE gardsforsiddelse (LI 2 B BUIMEFREA Z LT LBI L ConZe b 8m L7z &
WIHEELLIL, =AW VEHLBREDOALEMITL I LRARTHD, WIxiXv=T Db
% 9 BB O /IMERFEFESRIC L HUT (Scrubbeltrang, op. cit., s. 143), 1730-39 4R (T B/ IMEMHRE S &
G355 tEd o2y, DS H D 126 (35.5 /8—k 2 N) AU/NMEMFEREICEN L T, REMER
EILENT-H% D 1731 4R, 1732 FITITENN AT /S—% o MTEIN L, B A8 A S 7172 1733
MEITIEIAINC 37 R—F Y MUK T, ZOBITME 30 S—& v Mk &V DRI, ZOHETOLE
bl 2 &T, 17314, 132 FFORTRROBUIENRE N2 TH A ZLNHEETE D,

ORERR OO X DT HLEE S VTR EE L7 /MEMIZ 3 LT H E D B OFRBUTMESE S 1 TN 72 O HE T O ARG 1
Xrol

=

-

o

©

=3

o

@

134 R AL AL AL 2 5



T v~— 7 e £l P oS BORIC BT 2 LR (3)

36

Fredericia, op. cit., s. 67.
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Cf.Olsen, Albert: Stavnsbaandets virkninger paa byerne, Scania, VI, 1933.

ZOBEILIZONWTIE, 2E¥DOLONRFELW, FERE— [Fr~—271281) 5 THEMEHFE L (—L/N
) ZOWT ), BREIERE [PEPEHE R OB s G % ko Tl BIE R RF RS, 2006 45, 181-204
H,
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