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Joseon Diplomacy during the Kabo Reform Period
Focusing on the Sino-Japanese War Period(1894~1895)
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Abstract

This paper explores the communication between the Japanese legation in Korea
and the Foreign Affairs Office, responsible for Joseon's diplomacy during the Kabo
Reforms while the Sino-Japanese War was ongoing. It examines how Joseon's
diplomacy with Japan evolved amid heightened Japanese pressure on the Joseon
government, a period when Qing mediation in diplomacy was not anticipated.

The study reveals that the Joseon government adhered to clear standards and
principles in managing its foreign affairs in the face of Japanese pressure. Despite
their inability to leverage the 'China card' as the Sino-Japanese War unfolded, they

demonstrated a flexibility that diverged from the conventional framework.
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