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Fundamental Study on the Danish Absolute Monarchy in the Period of
Intermediate Term (4)

- Focused on Frederik V’s Social Policies -

SAHO Yoshikazu

Abstract

This paper aims to examine the social policies of Danish King Frederik V (reigned
from 1746 to 1766), primarily through the analysis of laws enacted during his rule.

Frederik V, unlike his parents, was not influenced by pietism, and he lifted all
restrictions on life and culture. He frequently appeared in front of the people,
visited various places, and was very popular. His wife, a daughter of King George
IT of England, was also well-received by the people because she quickly learned
Danish, raised her children herself, and did so in Danish.

However, Frederik V faced challenges due to severe alcohol dependency and a
lack of interest in politics, neglecting the duties of his office. He delegated
governance to his favorites while indulging in hunting, drinking, and liaisons.
Fortunately, he benefited from competent German advisors, particularly A.G.
Moltke and J.H.E. Berstorff.

While the king's personal influence was limited, his reign witnessed progress in
commerce and trade, and art and science flourished. Moltke and the ministers
skillfully kept Denmark-Norway neutral during the European conflicts of the time,
including the Seven Year’s War (1756-63).

The main social issues and policies during Frederik V's reign are outlined below:
1) Forming Public Opinion: The government initiated public debate by collecting
reform ideas from the public and later publishing them in magazines. This effort
led to the establishment of the Agricultural Council in 1757, marking the beginning

of agrarian reform in the late 18th century.
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2) Advancing Social Welfare: Initiatives included the establishment of the Royal
Orphanage in 1753, Frederik Hospital in 1757, and the introduction of a compulsory
fire insurance system for towns by Royal Ordinance in 1761.
3) Promoting Cultural Activity: During the peaceful reign of Frederik V, the Royal
Art Academy was established, and an expedition to the Orient was undertaken.
Overall, during Frederik V's reign, loyal and talented bureaucrats led the
country's policies, representing the climax stage of "bureaucratic absolute
monarchy." With a stable absolute monarchy system and a well-organized

bureaucratic structure, the country enjoyed prosperity.
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