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Exploring Originality in Parody Advertising
Reflections on “Heidi, Girl of the Alps” and “Teach Me! Torai-san”

KATAYAMA Atsushi

Abstract

This paper explores the possibility of an autonomous and independent existence
of a type of advertising defined as "parody." The question arose from the author's
research into Japanese TV advertisements such as "Oshiete! Torai-san (Teach me,
Teacher Torai!)." This ad has been broadcast for about twelve years. However, it is
based on a famous Japanese TV animation program that was originally completed
almost fifty years ago. Although it has been rebroadcast several times, does the
audience know what the original was?

To analyze what made it one of the most popular TV commercials, the author
drew on studies in advertising and other fields that explore the idea of parody. This
attempt provides a new perspective on "originality as a parody ad" and suggests a

fundamental aspect of storytelling in advertising.
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