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Speech and debate in Hirosaki
from the mid-Meiji period to the early Showa period

Archival research of Toogijuku documents
KANKE Tomohiro, MOROOKA Junya

Abstract
This essay explores the nature of speech and debate activities in Toogijuku and
Hirosaki during the mid-Meiji to the early Showa periods. To this end it examines
three student/alumni bulletins preserved in the Hirosaki Municipal Library and
the Toogijuku Library. By tracing the history of speech and debate activities over
a span of approximately 50 years with particular emphasis on the activities of
Toogijuku’s literary society and oratory club, the essay offers an overview of how
such activities evolved both in and outside of the school. It ends with suggestions

for future research.
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