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Development of “Edo taste” and “Dynasty taste” in Kimono designs by
Shirokiya Department Store

NAKASHIMA Tomoko

Abstract

This paper examined Shirokiya department store’s role in creating Kimono
designs during the Meiji and Taisho period. Shirokiya, which was one of the leading
Kimono stores in Edo, gradually adopted modern consumer culture during the Meiji
period, modeled after Western department stores. By the end of the Meiji period,
Shirokiya began creating new fashion trends in Kimono designs along with other
major department stores such as Mitsukoshi. First, Shirokiya followed Mitsukoshi’s
trend such as “Korin” or “Genroku” patterns. Then, Shirokiya launched its own
sales campaigns such as “Kabuki” and “New Edo” patterns. These campaigns
fostered “Edo taste” together with Mitsukoshi’s “Korin Meiji” and “New Korin style”
patterns. Furthermore, Shirokiya actively promoted “Dynasty taste” by introducing
“Ashide,” “Imayo Genji buri,” “Fujiwara,” and “Waka” patters. By the Taisho period,
both “Edo taste” and “Dynasty taste” were considering important Japanese national
taste, and Shirokiya played important role in promoting these tastes in kimono. By
examining above mentioned, this paper clarified the role of Shirokiya in their

contribution of promoting “Edo” and “Dynasty” tastes in Kimono designs.
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