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The intersection of social history and archival research

On the ethos of the era of rapid economic growth and coal mining regions

MIZUSHIMA Hisamitsu

Abstract
This paper attempts to examine the significance of digital archives for historical
research, with reference to the methods of the ‘new historical studies’ and in
particular ‘social history’ that were widely discussed in the middle of the 20th
century. The author has already written about an attempt to apply Alain Corbin's
theory of landscape in 2020, but in this paper, the content of that paper is reviewed
and discussed with the approach of ‘Histoire des sensibilités’ that Corbin
pioneered from his own perspective at its core. By placing the real ethos of the
people who lived in the coal-mining areas at the intersection of social history and
archival theory, we will examine the potential of the systems theory that Corbin
aspired to, and we will also examine the historical position of digital archives, which
have been given the transitional mission of preserving analogue materials, and
determine the continuity between the pre-digital era (the mass media era) of the

post-war period and the war period.
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