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Abstract

This study examines the linguistic culture of the Bai people ([1/%) in the Dali Bai
Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan, China, with a focus on Bai script (4 30). Bai script
is a unique system for writing the Bai language using Chinese characters, featuring
usage similar to Japanese kun-yomi (Fll#i7*) and on-yomi (7% i 7*) readings.
Traditionally used in religious rituals and performing arts, it has served as a vital
medium of cultural transmission. The paper analyzes the first act of “PiPadi” from
DaBenQu (KA [E#EFL] %—P7), a traditional performing art of the Bai people,
through translation and comparative study in Bai, Chinese, and Japanese, with
particular attention to grammatical structures and lexical features. Findings
indicate that Bai script is not merely a borrowing of Chinese characters but an

independent linguistic system reflecting the cultural background of the Bai people.
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