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Development of a social capital scale focusing on the subjectivity of
"connections"
Analysis of 65,000 people in 47 Japanese prefectures

OGAWA Tsuneo, MORIYA Hota

Abstract

This study reconfigures Social Capital theory in Japan by shifting focus from
formal participation rates to subjective "Community Receptivity." Analyzing data
from 65,534 residents, the authors developed a "Community Collaboration Scale"
comprising cohesion, receptivity, and connectivity. Results indicate that high
receptivity—characterized by tolerance for newcomers and non-coercive
relationships—significantly correlates with lower elderly suicide and solitary death
rates. Notably, urban areas demonstrated high receptivity, suggesting an "urban
paradox" where anonymity facilitates flexible connections. The study proposes a

dual-layer model where cultural ties complement institutional welfare.
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