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Abstract

This paper examines the social policies of the late Danish absolute monarchy,
focusing on the reign of King Frederik VI (1808—1839).

The reign of Frederik VI after 1814 was an era of rebuilding the nation from
the turmoil following the Napoleonic Wars, while implementing cautious
reforms within the framework of absolute monarchy. Politically, while curbing
the spread of liberalism, he reflected public opinion within the system through
the establishment of consultative provincial estates assemblies and
parliamentary elections. Socially and economically, the 1814 School Ordinance
and institutional support for rural communities sought to stabilise education
and livelihoods, fostering national unity. Culturally, alongside economic recovery,
literature, art, and science flourished, heralding the dawn of a later Golden Age.
Thus, Frederik VI's reign is positioned as a transitional period that, while
maintaining the order of absolute monarchy and national stability for the time
being, fostered the development of liberty, education, and culture.

In terms of governance, after Bernstorff’s death political authority was
exercised through the cabinet (cabinet-led absolute monarchy), while following
the Napoleonic defeat it reverted to the Privy Council, with the bureaucracy
playing an effective administrative role (bureaucratic absolute monarchy).
Nevertheless, the monarch never relinquished his ultimate authority. Frederik

VI thus embodied the essential character of late absolutist rule.
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