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Local Media Initiatives to Counter the Spread of Misinformation in the
Miyagi Prefectural Gubernatorial Election

An Empirical Study Based on Interview Data

HIGUCHI Yoshiaki, ANDO Ayumi

Abstract
This study examines how local media outlets responded to the spread of
misinformation during the 2025 Miyagi Prefectural Governor Election through
interviews with Kahoku Shimpo and Mediage, both of which implemented fact-
checking initiatives. The findings show that fact-checking was initiated only after
on-the-ground reporting confirmed that misinformation had begun to exert tangible
influence on the electoral process and voters’ decision-making. The two outlets
adopted different editorial formats-explanatory and rating-based—while sharing a
common dilemma between maintaining accuracy and achieving wider
dissemination. The study also identifies structural challenges, as fact-checking
relied on a limited number of individuals, highlighting the need for more
institutionalized, organization-wide approaches and stronger inter-regional

collaboration.
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