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A Study on the "fuan" of the Protagonist "I"
in Yukio Mishima's Confessions of a Mask

UEDA Akane

Abstract
A Study on the "fuan" of the Protagonist "I" in Yukio Mishima's Confessions of a
Mask."fuan" is the most prominent emotional depiction of "I" and can be observed
in 22 scenes across Chapters 1 to 4. This study classifies "fuan" into "night-soil-
man," "Maid of Orleans," and "soldiers' sweaty odor" types to analyze its causes. It
can be understood that these arise in scenes of establishing sexual relationships or
those involving death. The various "fuan" stem from the protagonist viewing his
carnal attraction to men as a sin; thus, his "confession" serves as a penance to beg
for forgiveness. Ultimately, Confessions of a Mask is a narrative centered around

"fuan.
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