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Redefining “Reading”

Toward a New Theoretical Framework Based on the Multilayered Nature of Reading

MASUDA Mei

Abstract

The debate surrounding “Katsuji Banare”—that is, the conventional wisdom that
young people are turning away from printed materials—is based on an
unchallenged assumption: namely, that “reading” means silently reading a printed
book alone. In this paper, I argue that this definition is not universal but stems
from the historical formation of modernity, and I propose redefining “reading”
through its “multilayered nature” (dokusho no jisosei). Specifically, contemporary
reading is distributed across multiple coexisting layers, such as print media, digital
media, audio, and social media. Therefore, reading is redefined as a multilayered
practice constituted within the relationships between multiple reading devices. It
is demonstrated that the so-called “decline of reading” is also influenced by this
narrow definition.

In other words, it is not a generational decline but rather stems from structural

changes in the media environment.
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