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Abstract

This article examines the principal policies implemented during the reign of Christian VIII that
exerted a significant influence on Danish society. By analyzing these policies, it seeks to clarify the
historical trajectory through which Denmark entered a new era under the succeeding generation.

Christian VIII was an intellectually cultivated monarch who embodied the Danish Golden Age. Having
served as Governor-General of Norway in his youth and played an important role in Norway's struggle
for independence and the establishment of the Constitution of Eidsvoll in 1814, he was widely expected
to introduce a liberal constitution after ascending the Danish throne in 1839. These expectations,
however, were ultimately disappointed.

Throughout his reign, Christian VIII faced three major challenges that threatened the very
foundations of the absolute monarchy: the growing demand for a liberal constitution, the Schleswig
question, and the succession crisis. At the core of his political philosophy was the preservation of the
Helstat—the composite state consisting of the Kingdom of Denmark and its duchies. Neither a liberal
nor a nationalist, he sought to preserve the traditional state order founded on the Oldenburg dynasty
and the Kongeloven (King's Law), while cautiously adapting the monarchy to the changing political
climate in order to prolong the survival of the hereditary absolute monarchy. It should also be noted that
Queen Carolina Amalie was actively engaged in charitable work, and that the King's social welfare
policies may have been influenced by her in a sense.

From a historical perspective, his policy of gradual reform inevitably had its limitations. Nevertheless,
his objective was not simply to preserve the existing order but to achieve a safe and orderly transition to
constitutional government under royal leadership. In the final years of his life, he sought to build a bridge
from absolute to constitutional monarchy, but he died before it could be completed. Only three months

later, the revolutionary wave of 1848 reached Denmark, bringing the era of absolute monarchy to an end.
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