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Abstract

The Public Order Based on the Social Standing of the Noble Family
and the Nijo Family as the Regency Family

SANTA Takeshige

From the late 12th century to the mid 13th century, the Fujiwara Regents,
qualified by tradition to hold the office of Sessko (I the Regent) or Kanpaku
(B8 the chief adviser to the Emperor), split into five main branches, namely,
Go-sekke (HFBEF the five regency family), that is, the Konoe family, the Takat-
sukasa family, the Kujo family, the Nijo family, and the Ichijo family. In this
paper, the author examines the situation of the Nijo family in the latter part of
the 13th century.

Nijo Yoshizane, the first generation of the Nijo family, lost his eldest son
who was his successor in 1259. Two years later Yoshizane returned to Kanpaku
for the first time in 15 years. It seems that this return to Kanpaku had the effect
of reaffirming the people of aristocratic society that the Nijo family was still
maintaining the regency family.

Nijo Kanemoto, the third generation of the Nijo family, had the ceremony
of assuming manhood in 1277. At that time, he was granted Kinjiki (£5{fi the
privilege on clothing color and material), but it was equal treatment with his
clan people. On the other hand, the position he was given first was a position
lower than the son of Sekkan (#E5 the Regent or the chief adviser to the
Emperor), and the subsequent promotion course was not a course to advance as
Sekkan. Since 1275, Kanemoto’s adoptive father, Morotada, the second genera-
tion of the Nijo family, was in the position of Sadaijin (72K the Minister of the
Left), meaning it is the most promising candidate for the next Sekkan. However,
Kanemoto’s official career in the court shows that the Nijo family was facing
the risk of losing the status of the regency family. The factor that brought such
a crisis to the Nijo family was that Takatsukasa Kanehira had been Sekkan
since 1275.

In 1287, Kanehira resigned from Kanpaku, and Morotada took over as
Kanpaku. Since then, Kanemoto began to advance promotion course of the
candidate of Sekkan, and the position of the Nijo family as the regency family
became steady.
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