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Fechner and Brentano with respect to the “Psychophysical Law™ (1)
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Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between Fechner (Gustav Theodor Fechner, 1801-1887)
and Philosopher Brentano (Franz Brentano, 1838-1917) with respect to the “Psychophysical Law”.
As an attempt to measure the intensity of sensation which had often been regarded as
unquantifiable, Fechner founded Psychophysics in 19th century. It had a great impact on
experimental psychology and has been continued to provide as scientific method to deal with the
sensation up to the present day. In this paper I try to understand this “Psychophysical Law” —
established by Fechner as the central principle of psychophysics —, in its historical context. On
the other hand Brentano’s philosophical psychology also engaged with Fechner’s Law from his
own point of view. In the second part of this paper I present Brentano’s critique of the Law and

discuss his proposed revision of it.
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