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Abstract

Examining the Relationship Between Sue Sumii and Shoeki Ando

ADACHIBARA Tatsuharu

This paper examines the relationship between the writer Sue Sumii and Shoeki Ando, a
physician and thinker of the mid-Edo period. Sue’s husband, the writer/scholar of peasant
literature Shigeru Inuta, held Shoeki’s ideas in high regard. Sue, who was strongly influenced by
Inuta’s thinking, also showed an interest in Shoeki. Among the materials held in the Sue Sumii
Literary Museum in Ushiku City are the Complete Works of Shoeki Ando and letters from one of
the editors and contributors to the collection. Drawing on these materials, we shall examine the
specific nature of Sumii’s interest in Shoeki’s thought.

Shoeki Ando distinguished between the “world of law” and the “world of nature.” The “world of
law” is a society in which humans arbitrarily establish rules and standards of good and evil. These
rules and standards stifle humanity. Conversely, the “world of nature” is a society left to its natural
state. There, people neither constrain others nor are themselves constrained, living naturally with
one another. Essentially, they live by farming. Sumii clearly sympathized with these ideas of
Shoeki. The “world of nature” advocated by Shoeki seems deeply connected to the fictional world

within Sumii’s masterpiece, The River With No Bridge.
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