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Discipline of Verification in the Moritomo Gakuen Scandal

Investigative Journalism by the Asahi Shimbun

KASAHARA Kazuya

Abstract
The Asahi Shimbun newspaper has repeatedly reported the suspicious sale of state-owned land to
the Moritomo Gakuen educational institution, whose school operator was close to the wife of Prime
Minister Abe Shinzo. Opponents of this leading newspaper in Japan, however, have accused Asahi’s
investigative reports of being “fake news.” Examining the arguments of two camps, based on official
reports which the Board of Audit of Japan submitted in 2017 and 2018, this paper contains a discussion
how reports by the Asahi Shimbun were found to lack transparency and humility, which journalists Bill

Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel require as core concepts in their book, The Elements of Journalism.
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